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Have you ever seen a bully in action and done nothing about it? The kids at Pete's new school get

involved, instead of being bystanders. When Pete begins to behave badly, his classmates teach him

about "The Promise". Will Pete decide to shed his bullying habits and make "The Promise"? (Bob

Sornson and Maria Dismondy)
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Every child deserves the opportunity to have a successful early learning experience, which is the

foundation for becoming a lifelong learner. Â My work with the Early Learning Foundation is all

about helping parents and schools be more effective building the skills and behaviors that help kids

be successful. Â JBB is part of my effort to teach kids to stand up and speak up for themselves and

others, build healthy classroom and school cultures, and make the world a better place! Â Only by

building safe and connected cultures will we get rid of the bullying behaviors that harm children.

Â Punishing bullies is not enough. Â We must teach our children a better way.

Bob Sornson, PhD, was a classroom teacher and school administrator for over thirty years and is

the founder of the Early Learning Foundation. He is dedicated to helping schools and parents give



every child an opportunity to achieve early learning success. His pre-K to grade 3 Early Learning

Success Initiative has demonstrated that we can help many more children become successful

learners for life. Â  Bob is the author of numerous articles, books, and audio

recordings.Â Fanatically Formative, Successful Learning During the Crucial K-3 YearsÂ (Corwin,

2012),Â Creating Classrooms Where Teachers Love to TeachÂ (Love and Logic Press, 2005),

andÂ The Juice Box BullyÂ (Ferne Press, 2010) are among his best-sellers.Â Bob is also the author

of the Stand Up/ Speak Up Program (no-bystanders.com), teaching children to make the choices to

stand up and speak up for themselves and others.Â To contact Bob or learn more about his

publications and workshops, please visitÂ earlylearningfoundation.com.Maria Dismondy was born

and raised in the suburbs of Detroit, Michigan. She is the author of three award-winning children's

books, including two bestsellers on .Maria's experiences have shaped her into an individual who

lives life to the fullest, appreciating what she has and one who uses her passion to make a

difference. She is dedicated to making a difference in the lives of children through children's

literature.Maria is a dynamic speaker who in one month alone, spoke to almost 10,000 children at

local elementary schools and other venues. She speaks on a number of empowering topics such as

bullying, building character and reading and writing for young authors.She continues to write books

and blogs regularly. Find out more about Maria on her website at mariadismondy.com

I ordered another Bob Sornson book (about empathy) earlier in the summer, and it was good but not

great. I was a little hesitant about this book, but I'm very impressed! The language is kid-friendly,

and it's not too wordy. There was a big problem with transitions in the book about empathy, but not

in this book. The kids look middle-school age from the illustrations, but the book is still very

appropriate to use with elementary kids. The kids in Mr. Peltzer's class have all promised not to be

bullies or bystanders, and a new student (Pete) shakes things up. They try to be nice to him

anyway, but a girl gets (understandably) upset when Pete squirts purple juice from a juice box on

her mostly white shirt. She gets mad, tries to get others to break the promise to be nice to everyone,

and walks away. While she's calming down, we discover Pete was bullied at his old school and is

bullying at his new school as a defense mechanism. Pete agrees to make the anti-bullying promise,

and the girl comes back and apologizes. A happy ending that may not be entirely realistic but that

shows kids that there are reasons why bullies bully and that even kids who are trying to be nice may

get upset and say things out of anger but can make better choices once they've had time to calm

down.



It brings home the message that we are responsible for our own behavior. We should establish the

"rules" of any organization (school, community group, children's teams) get everyone one board

with the rules, and keep reinforcing them. It becomes culture.

This book didn't inspire my class to be annoying tattle tales or over-righteous, but helped them to

understand that you shouldn't be scared to say something when you see unpleasant things

happened to someone else. It also had the redeeming of the bully by explaining why he did it in a

way that made sense. Our class all signed anti-bullying pledges after reading this which are posted

on our classroom wall. If we see something going on we will speak up, even if it is just by telling a

grown up, as it doesn't suggest doing anything drastic that would land yourself in any trouble...

Good advice for realistic situations.

This should be required reading for every parent, school teacher and administrator for kids of all

ages out there. It is a great perspective about how to address the concept and reaction to bullying

BEFORE it happens. It is also a great eye-opener into how kids find themselves bullying others and

what people can do to help prevent someone to resorting to that. So good.

Great life lesson message and I adore that it addresses that the bully may be bullying because they

are not feeling good about themselves. The only downside is that it is a bit wordy for my cousin,

maybe when she is older (4.5 years old) she will like it more.

This book is ok. It's so hard to find a good bullying book that isn't cheesy. This one is maybe a bit

better than most, but not a book that I love to read to my students.

This book is great for character Ed education in bullying. it has A very cute oath that I love to hand

out to my students after reading it. The kids are very entertained by the story and it allows them to

reflect on their own experiences. I read it to my fourth graders, and make a complete leak out of this

book. Wonderful addition to my classroom library. This book is great for character Ed education.

The kids are very entertained by the story and it allows them to reflect on their own experiences. I

read it to my fourth graders, and make a complete leak out of this book. Wonderful addition to my

classroom library. Julia cook has a wonderful collection of this books. Highly recommend!

This was one of the best books that I purchased as a gift for an Enthusiastic reader. It was a huge



hit. What a nice way to teach kids not only about bullies but that there is something deeper going on

with some bullies. This is definitely a book that you should read with your children because they

might need some explanations or examples. I can't say enough about this book. Try it, you will feel

the same way.
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